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" blacks/' although they were admittedly a white people.
We need not, therefore, at all wonder that the Rgvedic
Aryans of Sapta-SIndrm called the dregs of their society
" blacks,0 not only for their dark complexion but also for
their dark life and character.

The analogy of the " black skin " was possibly drawn
by the Rgvedic Aryans from the colour of the cloud which
was regarded as the body of the demon, Vrtra, who also
tormented the Aryans by captivating life-giving rains within
Its compass, and was compared, along with his hosts, to the
Dilsas and Dasyus of Sapta-Sindhu, who stole the milk-giving
cows of the settled Aryans. Hence, Vrtra and his hosts
were also designated by the names of Dasas and Dasyus
after the Aryan robbers and hunting savages. The rain-
clouds, by a further stretch of analogy, were compared to
milch-cows, the rumblings of the thunder to their lowings,
and their ruddy, black and white colours to those of the cows.
In all these descriptions and similes, we find the fact of the
stealing of cows by the D&sas and the Dasyus from the
settled Aryans uppermost in the mind of the Vedic bards,
as this caused them very great anxiety, and oppressed their
minds with sad and vindictive thoughts.

After a careful analysis of the use of the word " Dasyu "
in the Rgveda, Muir carne to the following conclusion: '* I
have gone over the names of the Dasyus or Asuras, men-
tioned In the Rgveda, with the view of discovering whether
any of them could be regarded as of non-Aryan or indigenous
origin; but I have not observed any that appear to be of
this character," ! Professor Roth also says in his Lexicon :
" It is but seldom, if at all, that the explanation of Dasyu as
referring to the non-Aryans, the barbarians, is advisable/*
Muir clearly says that none of the names of the Dasyus were
of non-Aryan or indigenous origin. By the word " indige-
nous" he probably meant " aboriginal," as the *black-skinnecl
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